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THE PUHTERS’ CHRONICLE. 


BESft Jkwn THE nRTlUSETIim OE COFEEE. 

The EXpskthehts propos&e to m dohb^ 

“ The experimeDts propoetd to be dme sue shown is a Tabular Fona 
in an Appendix. 

'** The Bacs referred to adit be made of two kinds of materiat, (A) Fbe 
Uoa^ end (B) Mi^uito Netting, but all will be of the same sue, d feet by 
2 M, rectangular in ^pe. 

*^111086 Bags are intended to be ti^ around selected branches <rf 
Coffee*basbes for the various periods shown under thediiTerent experiments, 
to prevent pdlination by particular insects at the different times quoted. 

Tbe^pcriments intended to be tried are;— 

L The bag to be applied before the buds open and kept appti^ during 
the whole flowering season, thus acting as a check on Follinatioo by (A) all 
insects and wind, and (B) all except miante insects. 

II. The bag to be applied daily from dawn to dusk tbroughont the 
flowering season, the bag beitig remov^ and the flowers left expo^ from 
dusk to dawn. This will act as a check on pollination by all day- flying 
insects (A and BJ. 

III. The to be applied daily from du&k to dawn throughout the 
flowering season, the bag being removed and the flowers left exposed fruin 
dawn to dusk, thus checking pollination by crepuscular and nocturnal 
insects. (A and B)t 

This experiment is the opporite of i I. 

(The letters (A) and (B) refer to experiments with MusHn and Mos- 
quito-net Bags respectively.) 

IV. The bag to be applied daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.tn. throughout the 
flowering season, the bag being removed and the flowers left exposed from 
5 p.m. to 7 a.m., thus checking pollination by Honey-bees chiefly (A and B.) 

V. The bi^ to be applied daily from 8 a.ni. to 4 p.m. throughout the 
flowering season, the bag ^ing renioved and the flowers left exposed from 
4 p.m. to H a.m,. thus checking potlhiation by ail insects flying in the hot 
suu f r.g.t mostly butterflies, syrphids, etc.) (A and B.) 

VI. The bag to be applied daily from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. throughout the 
flowering season, the bag being removed and the flowers left exposed from 
10 p.m. to 4 a m., thus checking polUuation by crepuscular insects (chiefly. 
Sphingids.) (A and B.) 

VII. The bag to be applied daily from 8 p.m. to dawn throughout the 
flowering season, the bag being removed from dawn to 8 p.m., thus checking 
pollination by all nocturnal insects. (A and B.) 

— It would have been better to have applied these bags from 3 
p.m. to 4 a.m., but it would probably be difficult to get this done at 4 aan. 
As a matter of fact, there s^in to be very few insects about in the HUU 
between 4 a.m. and dawn. 

Vni. Bag to be applied during the whole Lime that the flowers are 
out. The Bowers of the enclosed branch to be pollinated by hand with 
pollen from flowers on thk same branch. 

TX Bag to be applied duriii^ the xHicdc time that the flowcto aieout. 
The flowers of the enchked brooch to be pollinated by hand wtlb pedlea 
ipMU a different bush. 
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HofCt—lD Experiment VHI tl^ flowers will probably be best polUoated 
by ippl^Dg Um polN bo a brush, which shodd be 

carefully steriHxed beforehud by immersion in spirit. 

Is Experimoit IX the flowers may be pollinated with a brash (as In 
Vni) or by shaking pollen from a branch taken from another hush. In the 
latter cases eare mast be taken that no insects are shaken on to the branch 
which is to be bagged. 

Id Expraments VIII and IX only Muslin b^s will be used as the idea 
is to exdude pollen carried by wind. For this reason care should be taken 
as fur as possible to pollinate by band when the air is calm ; (he early morn- 
ing wtraM {wobably 1» the most suitable time if pollen is a\'ailable then. 

Care will have to be taken as far as possible that all branctms bashed 
are free from Insects at the time the bag! are applied. Care must also be 
taken that the bags themselves are empty of insects when applied to the 
branches. 

I have no information regarding any special time or stage at which the 
pollen grains are liberated. Poraibly some of the planting community may 
be able to tell ns about this; otherwise it will require observation to And out 
the pri^r time to polUnate by hand in Experitiients Vlll and IX. Some 
plants only liberate their pollen -grains within very circumscribed limits of 
time ; e. between 4 and 7 a. m. in the case of Hibiscus, The titnei may 
ako vary according to local conditions. 

Controls. 

For a proper estimation of the results of the experiments. U is essential 
to have controls, t. e., branches exposed to exactly similar conditions except 
for the bagging. For each experiment, therefore, two similar bushes should 
be chosen beforehand, each having branches similar to one another as 
regards sire, situation (exposure to sun and wind), and promise of flower ; 
one of each of these branches will be bagged for the experiment, tlie other 
left untouched and treated as the control of the first. 

LABitLtlNG. 

For accurate identification, at the time and afterwards, of the blanches, 
balk of those nnder experiment and of those used as Controls, it is essen- 
tU that they be plainly labelled. It mtist be remembered that the 
actual results of the experiments cannot be ascertained until some months 
afterwards when the berries are full-grown. For labels I would recommend 
slips of smooth wood, fastened by wire on to the branches to which they 
relate. If tte details are boldly written on both sides of the labels in pencil, 
they should remain I^ble throughout the monsoon. Wood slips about 
4 inches by Z inches, planed smooth on both sides, would be of suitable sixe. 
Thirty-two these will be re<piired for each set of experiments; sixty-four 
for each District. 

As these can easily be made locally 1 would surest that the Secretaries 
of the Planters’ Associations concerned should have them ready beforehand 
(by I5tb March), with the necessary wire for affixing. 

The same number of bushes will also have td be selected in readiness 
beforehand and 1 would suggest that the Secretaries or experimenters should 
have this done also by the same date. 

Observations of Insects Visiting Coffee-Flowers* 

(The expmments may usefully be supplemenhnl by direct observation 
of the insects actually visiting the coifee> bushes whilst these are in bloom, 
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I propoAe. Ukat in nadi dlstricl^ii ^l^iin^^^ cplte^w pi ^cpe 

inwcts be made and at, for t)da to be doim p^roperty, c<m^fona 
obiervation and coUeetioa fi^ mmnin; m^l ato be 

neceaaar^, tbi» work will take up one maii'f vbde For tUf tbore^t 
1 jyepoe e to send rmember di ray Staff to eaeb PIiIth^ ; bnt ff tbb is dome^ 
arrangemeota wUI bave to be made (or tbeir accommodation* Tb^ vopld of 
counm provide for Ihctr own food. The men 1 ha-vie a>’ail^^ are two 
AROMtantft and two FieUSmen. The AmfitanU are Brabmina and tJniver> 
•ify Gradnates ; the Fieldmcn are' both Native Christians. I sbaH be glad 
to know whether districts have any paiticuiar prefermiee for. ^ber class o( 
man. 

Shonld 1 myself be free to visit Coorg (aa propcoed above) I. shall 
piropose to give my time chiefly, to observatioa'.work of this kind, as a 
stipplementary worker.*^ 

Summary OP Experiments. 

Series Series 

Serial Bags applied to A B 

No. selected Coffee* (Mnriio (Mosquito- Object of Bagging, 
bnshes. Ba^.) t\et Bags.) 


t. Vi hole time that 

Flower is oat ••• 1 

11.^ Dawn to dusk ... I 

III. Dusk to dawn ... 1 

IV, 7 a. m. to5p, m, ... 1 

V, 8 a. m.to4p. m. ... 1 

VI. 4 p. m. to 8 p.m. .i* 1 

VII. 8 p. m* to dawn ... I 

VIII. Wboletime that 

Flower is out ... 1 

IX. Whole time that 

Flower is out ... 1 


1 Check for pcdlinatioa by 

all insects. 

1 Check for pollination by 

all day-flying insects. 

I Check for poilinaiim by 

crepuscular and noc- 
turnal insects. 

1 Check for pollination by 

Bees chiefly, 

1 C heck for pol lin.at ion by 

all insects flying in hot 
sun (c.g., mostly but* 
lerflies, Syrphids, etc.) 

1 Check for pollination by 

all crepuscular insects. 

I Check for pollination by 

all nocturnal insects. 

... Self-pollitiated by hand 

with pollen &om some 
bush or branch that is 
enclosed in Ibis one 
bag. 

1 Cr<^ pollinated by hand 


with pol{en fiom a 
different bush. 

Series A is especially to prerent pdlination by all insects and wind. 

Series Bis especially to prevent polKnaHon by all large insect; 
Honey-bees.) 
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Tie Rejtart 6tt the Adminiitxitioa of C'oorg for 191 M2 had recently 
pome to hand and the folbwii^ fects and Bj^ures are gleaned from ita 
pagea ia the bofM fhat th^'mayt^ve hitere.<t to ttmae who only know 
thte dii^tfiiit^Dudrict from h^rsay ami as a member, through its l^lantera^ 
Aiaodatioot of the C. P. A. 1, 

EeefytUng about COorg is interesting from its stirHng bUtwy oi wire 
and Ita fhmft^iensive and defensive aitiance with the Hriiish which ended 
in the ov^hrow and death trfTJppajn, 1799, to its inhabitants, the Cooegs, 
intbdr ^cturesqae dr^ and beautiful mountain scenery. It is a 
smaRdbitH^^ being only M83 square miles with a total length hom north 
to south of 60 miles and from east to w«rt of 40 miles. On the North and 
East fmr a.Uttle way the Cauveiy and Hemavati rivers form the boundary 
with Mysore, but elsewhere it merges gradually^ into the Mysore tableland, 
while op the South a ran^ of bills forms the boundary with Wynaad. To 
quote the Report,, - viewed from an eminence the wMe of the southern 
pMlKM) of the country presents the appe^ance of one great forest. In the 
extreme soulh-eastetu portion rrf tbi? forest tract there is a long stretch of 
wbkb \s de^duons' \a ebaracter and contains va\nab\« teab and 
bonne ttmbw trees-, tnrtbw inland the iobagetbangea to evergreen, biri^iy 
intermixed with bamboo. U ia the prevalence of the latter which has given 
the appellation of ‘The Rainboo' tb the valuable tract of land , thirteen 
miles square, now forming in South Cootg a continuous succession of coffee 
estates. Frwn Fraserpet fo (he west the countrv' rises rapidly lo the 
Mercara plateau fifteen miles away, just below which lies the Iwge group 
of estates which form the Santikoppa coffee district/' 

There are main outlets to the western coast. The high’ roads 
to the ports of Mangalore and. Tellicherry run through these passes, which 
abont forty years ago were covered with dense forest. This gave place !e 
coffee wbl^ succeeded for a few years and then failed, the rain fall being 
sv heavy that it washed away the soil no longer protected by the fdrest 
the process being aided by methods of clean weeding and scraping the soil 
it^might have been added. “ Lantana, a shrub introduced in 1863, haft nnw 
taken the place of coffee and has overgrown the sides of ihefle hills turning 
them into ap abiiost impenetrable bush, 

Altt^fher there arc 43,313 acres of coffee and sqme of it U pn^Wy 
thefinrat Ooffee in Sontherr. India. During 1911>12, '4,500 tons of coflfee 
wtt*e exported, 

Meroipta is the capital of Coorg, an historic Iowa perched on the top of 
the kills at an elevation of 3,809 feet with an average maximum temperature 
(ff 80*6 and an average annual rainfall of 107 inches. 

Coorg is fatiwd' for its Oranges, and there are 1,689 acres under this 
culUvatipn. Other crops are Cardamoms 1,972, acres, Agave 142 acres, and 
4,958 acres of Rubber, chiefly Ceari which is rapidly becoming a very paying? 
industry in this District, 

The ti^al population at the 1911 Census was 179,976, of whom 33,886 
are Coorgs. This population is almost entirely dependent upon agricnlturc 
for a Uvini^ The Report states that " there are no recruiting, stations in 
Co(^.9ad 00 record is kept of emigration and immigration." 

R. D, A. 
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THE EUHTERS* CHBQNlCtt. 


The Editor, 

Ptanitn^ Chromdef 

Paar Sir,^l have read with coosiden^ iotere^ your ^ticies oo hish 
expbetm as an aid to agricultare. 

I have recently come over from AnstraHa afta* spending It years there 
imd can felly endfl^ all that ia said in tbw favour. I have seen sour 
clayey conn^ winch was eqaaidertd tueless bodtoa up Geh^fe or 
Ka^*a*roclc, and seat season tl (prew the beat crop in the paiMoek. I have 
also seen a coontry with a good^ hot shallow sarfaos soil, and a hard pan 
nndemeath, broken np and excellent lecmie grown on it, which as you 
doubtless know U a vtry deep rooted |tot. 

Regarding shooting stamps, this is largely gos'emed, by the clan of 
timber. If it is good sound cIos« gr^ned wood and the smaller rodts cot 
about 6 ft. away all round the $#ump, a shot well tamped In the tap rx>t 
will nearly always bring it down^ but soft wood will generally shatter Just 
round the shot hole and nothing much else haj^iens. 

A way ] found \'ery successful for getting rid of stumps was to bore 
with r or auger a bole downwafds diagonally In the stump about 
6 inches from the ground and as deep as you can, then till this b(^ tight 
with taUPfirt, (This is very cheap (^];»tred with Explosives) and either 
cork it or hammer a welt fitting piece of wood into it, there leave it till the 
following dry weather, put a little rubbi^ round the stump, and it wiU 
quickly tight and will smoulder for weeks and in the end it will be completely 
burnt out, roots m^rd all. 

Of course, I speak of Australia where the rainfall if, say 22 inches. 
Mow your inonsocm would effect it 1 don’t know, but 1 think it would work 
right through just the same. It is a great mistake to lr\’ and help the fire by 
clearing away earth an it burns, but leave it entirely alone, or you will 
probably spoil the draught. 

In shooting to break np suh-scril, I ha\'e always found that for the best 
results the ground wants to be wet, when it is dry .t good deal of the force 
the explosion is lost by the openness of the soil. H the cap Is well soaped 
round the fuse, water is the t^t tamping I know. The relative value of 
fi^ses giveu off by Gelignite or Rack<a>rock I don't know, but of the two, I 
consider, after considerable use of br^h^Jha^ the Utter has rather a greater 
smashiog eff^t. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Colin Bindley. 


Reduction of Sao Paulo Coffee Loan. 

It will interest coffee ^danters to read the following and to know that 
the valohxed coffee has been diminished by 

Accwdiog to a telegram from Sao Paulo, the Minister of France a sfamrt 
time ago asked the Government of Sao Paulo to furnish him certain infor- 
matiOQ regarding the varlorization loan. As a result, the Secretary of 
Finance has informed the Federal Treasury that the £l5,000/XX) 
4#71X)00,00(^ loan U now reduced to /^5,4 17,087 {|26,500,000),—5i«i»HdHS* 
S^<re#fifL 




tBE PLANTERS’ CHRONICLE 




A lIHlVHRnTT « 7R0F1C8. 

Tbe Timts oS Janmcy 23 devotas (me of its leading articles to the 
impociaiit question of tike oei^ of establiahiiig a uoiv^iity in the tropics for 
the study of tropical agricuUure. The subiect U de^t with in a very 
iirteresliiig and forcible manner and it is to be hoped that it may not be 
hmg before the pn^oaal is teaKsed, 

At present, beyond the few fiselUties which erist at the Imimriai College 
of Scietiee and Technology there Is noplaoe within the British Dommions 
wbeiU mM wbaaspire to a tropM post or have to deal wHb tn^ical estates, 
can learn more than a smattering of either the nature or magnitude of the 
pnd>ieins which await sdutioo. Yet men are otmstantly being sent oat as 
a^oHnnil otfiiwe to hi^ily important and responribte posts, and they 
are eiqkected to be able at (r*ee to oope with the diflictdtiQS which are prc’ 
s^ted from all sides. 

Did we bat stop to count the cosi of our want of f<»:esight In this matter, 
wc should realise that tbe expenditure in publishing a proper training 
centre in tbe trdpics would long ago have been repaid by the increase of 
cfhciency in tbe officers, and the resultant improvement in agricultural 
operations. 

The paramonnt advantage of a university or college of science pstab- 
lished id some tropical colony would be that it would provide a centre 
where questions relating to soil, plant and animal bree(hng, plant and 
unimal pathology, economic xaolc^ and various chemical aud other 
i(uestions could be investigated under tropical conditions by a highly 
uoiupetent prbfesriona) b(dy. and whore advanced iustructioiu could 
be given to students— whose preliminary training had been received 
else were— destined to htl agricultural posts in one or other of our tro^ncal 
colonies. If tbe need of such an institution be admitted the question then 
arises. Where dbould such a university be stationed } Before sufi^sting 
an answer to this question, it is necessary to point out that in view of the 
two fold nature of tbe proposed institution three points must be kept iu 
mind. In the first place, it should be situated in a colony offering the 
greatest possitde scope for diverse agricultural pursuits ; sccondty the healthi- 
ness of the cobny should, so far as possible, be beyond reproach, and 
thirdly, the spot chosen for the university ehould be within easy access U 
the British Isles. 

This last point is perhaps the most importauf one of all, since not only 
is it desirable on behalf uf the {indents from home that the expenditure of 
time and money shmitd not be unduly large, but also it is of parainount 
importance that the professors and lecturers should be able to have the 
opportunity of frequent intercourcc with home, and so reduce to a ininimum 
the possibUity of stagnation and loss of vigour which might be liable to occur 
if Pl^nal intercourse with fellow- workers at home were rendered difficult 
by dtstauce and expense. 

This dang^ of stagnation would also tend very effectively to be obvUted 
if the tr<^icai univerrity or collie of science could be definitely linked 
with an iastitutioa at home. Such an institutitm should be rither a univer- , 
sity especially interested in agricultural matters or an institution U university 
staiiding, suchas the Imperial Coll€^ of Srience and Technology. 

if ^eo it be agreed that tho points which have been in consider* 
t)ie requirements of an agricultural institution in the tTO|^, muri be 
rdiMed as conditions essential to its snccess, it woold seem clear that the 
rito ipr the institutimi most be sought in the Andlles. Nowhere »noQg these 
iskutds <!k> wc find all the requisite conditkms so fully nitd as in tbe easily 
apce^ble aqd beautiful hilaudspf Trinidad.— 
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We Ue 9 «rs. Steoniiig Ifisklpp imd CkcolariOa ibe Mbieot 
ornrb%. Pa0kii]iai|dweigltiagtea, beBeviiigfb^ iioi^ oa^ 
if conlained is a waaSi compaas. As i«fi^ tilirkf ^ etotv, W ^Mir aad 
are efot^skm that tbe words Pore be stepe^ed 

the chests as advised In our issne of lit, pi^ $S, > 

At ike commencement of New Season, we draw 

atienii&nwthe/el^ini^iioteemt ■ « ^ 

Firing, Pacrikg* an» Weighing Tea* . 

FfVii^.^As fr^ness of sni^i in the leal and hri^nesslo 'the U^aors 
are so esSeiltia]. we laflfnot tooatmoidy oies that the Rreatot caie ab<>dld he 
given to this process both in tb^loftial and flnai stages. TIm lesfy hiDds as 
well as the brokens sbontd be thoronghly dried, at the same Uind^viug 
strength and flavour unimpaired by aoytbkig like scorcinng. 

Packages should be made of well seasoned #ood, with strong iriangntar 
battens In the angles nailed to the package adth nails of sufficient let^h to 
enable them to be clmicbed ; this greatly strengthens the package ai^ will 
be a prevoitative against loss of tea in transit. A lining of good sf^ui tea 
frod is necessary^ 

Wlwn a thin lining of ledS is used, parchment paper should be added 
as a further protection, and all battens should be covered to prevent their 
ewilaeV ■wVVi v'at \kvs?kVs« VnA vawaW 

JV. B. — In the case of Dusts weighing over UO lbs. nett and of FaD* 
nings over 120 lb. nett, nolbing is recoverable from the ShipbroVets for 
loM in weight in transit. 

As freight is chared on the meisiirem^nt and not on the w^ij^t, and 
buyers refusoall &lack packs except at a reduotioii in price, it is imporf^ut to 
weil fill all packages, the tea being closely filled in but not erusbed, .,..' . 

Factory Bulked Teas . — IQ the case of garden hutk^ teas, care should 
be taken that the empty packages of any brtKjk should not vary ipbre than 
21bs. iu weight. If the variation is more than this all the packages ate turn* 
ed out for the purpose of taking actual tares. Great attention should be 
paid to the packing as (even after the moit careful bulking) irregularity in 
the appearance of the leaf due to this having been uneyeniy done may 
iH»;essitate rebuikiug in Loudon. 

iMrtrjfes on Cftesfs.— Nothing is wanted nor is of any se^rvice bpfb beyond 
(1st) Garden Mark (2nd) Descriptionof Tea (3rd) Garden Numbers. - Gross, 
Tare and Nett are not of the ^Ast use, and should be di^oQtiQued.;^ 

Weighing, 

Gro$s.->->Under ‘the present regulations, iu taking fhe^poas «^ht of 
packages exceeding 28lbs. the Cnstmns deduct all ounces over the ex'mi 
pcaind. Thus gross weights of 127 lbs. upio 127 lbs. 15 ox. are ^lalceB as 
X27tt>s. 

;^are , — In weighing the empty package for tare, fractioiTs pf less; than 
bidf a pound are ignored, but a bidf pound or over is taken as a fuR poui^, 
thus^ ure of 2| lbs. 7 os. U Jlakea as^ 2d ibs.| ppe of 2d Ibs.^ os. or over 
as 29 ibs. 
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SctL^The nett contents of never weighed but are arrived 

at thus:— ' i 


lbs. 0 *. lbs. 

Actual gross weight of 127 6 gives a Custom wdght of 127 
„ tare „ 27 5 „ 27 


Giving a nett of 100 1 or „ 100 

The Gr(^s weight should in ail cases amount to a few ounces over the 
even pound to guard against loss in transit, If the gross were weighed to 
Ibe ex-en pound in the factory and there were a loss on the vo>»age of only 
one ounce, this would mean a loss of one pound in London. Thus a factory 
gross of 127 lbs, IcKiiug one ounce in transit, would give an actual weight iu 
London of 126 lbs. 15 oa. and b^ taken by the Customs as 126 lbs. 

The tare Uhat is the weight of ,the empty package including lid, lead, 
nails and hoop iron) should weigh a few ounces below the half )>ound. 

The following arc instances of bow teas should turn out in Lunduu so as 
to a^•oid heavy loss : — 

lbs. oa. lbs. 

Gross ... 127 4 - Customs weight 127 

Tare ... 27 4 „ „ 27 

Nett ... 100 0 % 100 Loss 1 lb. that is draft 

ouly. 

Ot, 

CiTCfi-i. ... \n 's \n 

Taxw \n ^ M 

100 2 100 Loss including draft, 

1 lb. 2 01, 

And not in ibc following inauncc where the loss would be heavy r 
lbs. oz. ibs. 

Gross ... 127 li Customs weight 127 

Tare ... 27 9 „ „ 2b 


Nett ... 100 4 „ 99 Loss including draft, 

2 lbs. 4. oz, 

Ur again 

Gross ... 127 15 ™ Customs weight 127 
Tare ... 27 b „ „ 28 


Nett ... 100 7 99 Loss including draft, 

2 lbs. 7 oz. 

Draft lb. per package on all packages grossing 29 lbs. aud upwards 
is allowed to the buyer. 

Dock and Warehouse Management Rates t on packages of which Ike 
average gross of each break is as under, are 

160,. 199 lbs. 130/159 lbs. 90, 129 lbs. 80 89 lbs. 60/79 lbs. 

2;2 1/10 I'b V4 1/2 

45/59 Ibs, 35/44 ibs. 17 34 lbs. 

— ,11 —/lO — /6 

STBNNIKG, INSKIPP, & Co., 

14, MiocingLaue, E»C. 
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GOTIISS. 

F^noh PnHIftiiMiitefir Report on Oofteo. 

(Fkom Consul John Ball Osbuhne, Haves.) 

Tl^e Committee on Customs of the French Cbamber of Deputies made 
a report to*! hat body recently in r^rd to the propo^^l made by a deputy 
ihat rj|;ofous measures be taken axainst the holders In France of the stock 
of V'alorlred coffee, with a view to prevent the fu^ber rise in coffee prices. 
This report takes up two questions : (l) Does the vabruation plan consti- 
tute a monopoly catling for severe measures ? (2) Is It expethent to admit 
into France free of import duty aU coffee produced in French Odonies ? 

In the light of contradictory advices that it baa reedved, the Committee 
hesitates to give an opinion, but inclines to the view that the principal 
reason for the prevailing high prices is not the valorization, but rather the 
increase in consumptioo, accompanied by smalt crops and the establishment 
in Brazil of warehouses where the planters can warrant their crops while 
awaiting the favourable moment for sale. Bnt even assuming that the 
valorization has exerted the decisive influence on prices that is claimed 
the Committee does not thiuk that this fact proves that it is t monopoly. 

Views of Committee on Valorization, 

The Conunittee refers to t^ view expressed by the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Havre that it is to the general intebist that the Government of Sao 
Paulo keep strictly to the engagements that it has made. On this point the 
Havre Chamber has declared as fotbws : — 

“It is not only desirable, but necessary, that our commerce should 
know in advance the conditions on which it may count. The element of 
chance involved in crop prospects is in itself sufficient to up-set the best 
founded predictions without adding the uncertainty as to the qualities of 
coffee that the Government of Sao Paulo might put on the market at any 
moment. '* 

It was suggested to the Committee that the regulations concerning 
merchandise remaining in bonded \yarehouse for more than three years be 
applied to valorized coffee. This refers to the law which requires ^he 
withdrawal of merchandise from bonded warehouses at the expiration of 
three years. This period, however, may be prolonged at the discretion of the 
customs authorities and it is understood that applications for its extension 
are invariably granted. In this connection the director of the principal 
bonded warehouse at Havre states that coffee not infre?iuently re!nains in 
bond as long as six or seven years. 

Protest against Three- Year Rec.ui.ations. 

The Committee believes that the strict application to the three -year 
rcgulatbn would be a very objecticmable procedure. In fact, the Chamber 
of Commerce of Havre has filed a protest against this proposal, since the 
1,S60,000 bags of valorized coffee stored at Ha\Te would necessarily be 
shipped elsewhere involving a great loss to this community. The Committee 
concludes its leport on this question as follows ; — 

“ The study of valorization shows that we do not possess any effective 
weapon against the International Committee and that we have practically 
no means to pompet it to throw on the market more <»ffee than it has decided 
to pot on sale. It is the duty of the Government only to «npby whatever 
influence it j^ssesses with the F^nch Members of the group to endeavotir 
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to obtain an earlier liqaidatioQ as well as increa^ lUiotmenta' 

fcx' our markets. France has tak^'l^w^l^''^ Tiearly ooe-Afth of (he stock 
delivered for consumptioa^ oam<% 2126,060 ^af{s sdd at Havre and 20,000 at 
Marseille out a total sale (^1,200,000 * * 

Free adm4Ssiok of Cof.o,N’iAi. Coffi^j, 

The proposal to admit French Colonial coffee free of all unpmi duty is 
perhaps the m<^t important feature of the Committee's repivt. The present 
duly on the colonial product . is only 5^ francs per 100 kilos 15 cents per 
pound) while codec import^ from Braril, Porto Rico and elsewhere is 
obliged to pay a regular minimum duty of 156 francs per lOO kilos (11*9 
cents, per pound). ^ 

The Committee believes it quite impossible to take other measures than 
those suiiqtiHded against the holders of valorised coffee in order (o arrest the 
upward trend of prices, and it believes thwl the ^{>osed free entry of 
French Colonies coffee would emancipate little Ijy little, at least in part, the 
!■>{ nch market from dependence mi countries which like BFasi) have a sort 
of mont^ioly of production. The Committee further recognises that the 
problem is a difficult one since continental France can obtain from her 
colonies scarcely m^ than 2 per cent, of the quaniities of coffee required 
for dom«itir consumption. The Committec^does not believe there would be 
any inimediate result seen in modification of present high prices, but it 
expresses the hope that the culture cM coffee, if rendered more remunerative 
for (be French Colonies will devq|pp in such a way, that their markers 
increasing from year to year, will finally make themselves felt in prices and 
prevent the exaggerated rise in a commodity of prime necessity, 

The Committee expresses the opinion that the present duty is not 
sufficiently low to permit the cotonies to compete successfully with Braxil 
but that complete exemption from duty would give them a n$w advantage 
susceptible of assuring renewed economic vitality to the colonies of the first 
group. — Simmons’ St>icc Mill. 


Estimated Brazil Proiujction of Comkr this Sf.ason, 

A Cablegram dated December 2fv, 1912, from the Intemation.'il Institute 
of Ag#cultnre, Home, Italy, received hy the riiited St.ites Department of 
Agriculture, stated 

“ In Hraxil, the estimated production of Coffee this season is 1,322, 720, OCO 
lbs.”— Simmons Spice Mill, 

RHODF.SIAN Restriction on PoTAtos. 

We learn from the So«<A African Afiricultural Joumnt that the 
Southern Rhodesia Government, by a regulation dated October 3, 1912, pro* 
hibits the importation of Pot.itos from other parts of South Africa or from 
over sea^ if found on inspection to be infested with the pest known as ‘‘ root 
gall worm ” (Heterodera radicicoU.) Infested tubers will be refused admit* 
tance to Southern Rhodesia or destroyed. The root gall worm, sometimes 
called Potato eel worm occurs commonly in Potatos grown in most parts of < 
the Union, and shippers of Potatos to Son^ern Rhodesia will need to exer* 
cise great care not to have infested tubers included in (heir consigDinents. 
Tbe presence of infestation is generally indicated by nodular swellings about 
the sixe of split Peas, on the surface of the tuber, and on rentov'ing a thick 
peel from mch tubers watery*looking spots, about the Mze of a pin head, .are 
10 be seen under the swellings. — (The Gardeners’ Chronicle ^ January 
18, 1912.) 
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lirilBBBR. 

H i i i w N n * Paste. ... 

The folbmbg acco(h)t of Rob!)er Pests in CeyloQ is taken from the* 
report of the Cove^ment Ceylon 

The l^e root borcr of Hevea, described and figures in the “ Tropical 
A gricnltorist ” of September 1910. p. 221, appears to be growing more 
coiDimm in tbo Kekni Valley districts. C<mQi^nt8 of damage by this borer 
have come in from Avisaawella, Padukka, ^aga and Undogoda. One 
correspoodest tepoeis a group of baira dozen old trees has kiM 
by this pest. Six or 8e\en of the grqbs have been found in a single tree. 
The borer is a large whitish, fleshy, grub, more or less cylindrical in form, 
but, with the s^iiients immediately behind the head, much loader than the 
others. It is the larv* of a Longicorn beetle, but of which particular species 
it is impossible to sa^ at preseoU Apart from the fact that most of the 
specimens that ha\e reached me have b^n damaged in the {H'oeess of ex- 
traction, it is always difficult to rear up boring larva when removed from 
their natural conditions. I hax'c, however, planted one or two Hevea stumps 
(believed to contain borers) in a cage, and hope that the adult beetle may 
e%'entualty appear. From the size of the grub the beetle is probably a large 
one, and should be a conspicoo^ object when resting oii^be stem of the tree. 
Meanwhile, it will be advisabl^for rubber planters to regard al) larger 
Longicorn beetles with suspictou, and destroy them when found “ loiteriiig’* 
iu their rubber clearings. 

The “ Rubber Slug ” iMariaella dtlBsumierii), which was the subject 
of one of the R. B. G. Circulars last year, has again been reported this time 
from the Udagama district, where it is said to frwiuent the tapping wounds 
and to attack the shoots of youug plants. The habit of imbibing latex does 
not appear to be confined to this single species, as I have r^cived specimens 
uf a small black slug of a distinct (but undetermined) species that was 
“ found drinking the latex on freshly* tapped rubber trees on an estate near 
Talawakele. 

1 continue to receive specimens of Scolytid beetles (allied to the shot- 
hole borer *’ of tea) extracted from the stems of Hevea trees, and believed 
(by the senders) lt> be responsible for injury to the trees. 1 still believe this 
to be a misconception of the conditions. In every case that I have examined 
there have been unmistakable indications of earlier fungal disease. When 
the bark has been attacked by canker or any other fungus that kills the 
tissues, it becomes attractive to these small boring beetles which are unable 
to penetrate healthly laticiferous bark. What lends colour to the idea that 
the borers can mak%tbeir way into healthy rubber bark is the fact that latex 
is sometimes found to be exuding from the perforation. This may bo 
explained iu several ways. SometiiPies the outer layers only of the bark 
have been killed by the fungus. Borers will attack these spots and will 
attempt to drive their galleries into the deeper and as yet unaffected tissues, 
when they are repelled by the flow of latex. Or they may drive their tunnels 
too near the periphety* of the diseased area and strike latex there. Another 
cause of bleeding may result from the separation of dead bark from the 
wood, leaving a cavity which often becomes filled with latex from surrounding 
beaUby tissues. If this blister is^ierced by the borers, the latex finds its 
way to the surface. The beetles may also penetrate bark that is temporarily 
devoid of latex, after which renewed activity may occur, accompanied by, 
an exadation through the perforation. The principal species of “ Shot-hole 
borers ” that have been found in Hevea trees are XyUbonus semio^acKSi 
X, discofor, A', intcrjccina^ X. perforans^ HHatypua soluUts, Eccopio* 
s*iX3pi!mit9i and CryplHtlus pinmkrae^^Tho Ceylon Ob«^rvcr, 


